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This year the Neighborhood Lights project will be unveiled in the 
Southeastern corner of Hamilton Hills! Join us for an evening celebrating 
Zymurgy: The Light Bridge, Hamilton-Lauraville's Light City 2018 
Neighborhood Lights project from artist Ada Pinkston.

Months of interviews with the people of Hamilton-Lauraville have led up to 
this celebration of our neighborhood. On Friday April 6th, see the unveiling of 
large, lit portraits of neighbors etched onto Plexiglas and explore the stories 
of our community through a conceptual "light bridge," performance art, and 
dance party on the transformed lot at the corner of Echodale and Harford 
Road. In addition to the unveiling, experience an epic First Friday on Harford 
Road with specials, events, and o�ers from our local small businesses.

Look for schedule information and event updates on the Hamilton Lauraville 
Main Street Facebook page. The celebration will start in the area around 
3:00pm with the unveiling taking place 8:00 -10:00pm. 

www.Hamil tonHi l lsMD.org

www.Facebook.com/
Hamil tonHi l lsBal t imore

Instagram: 
Hamil tonHi l lsBal t imore

18

Mayor’s Spring Cleanup 
Saturday 4/28, 9:00 am - 1:00 pm

This is the City’s 19th annual spring cleaning event, which encourages neighbors throughout the City to work together to 
sweep, rake, and plant. The Hamilton Hills Neighborhood Association is already registered, so you only need to go to a 
cleanup location and check in with a captain to participate.

Residents participating in the Mayor’s Spring Cleanup can earn credits toward their stormwater fee. Representatives from 
registered communities can pick up forms needed to apply for the stormwater credit when they come to collect bags for 
their cleanups. As the cleanup date nears we will share specific locations at the Block Captains Meeting, General 
Membership Meeting, email and social media. 



Recent weather has downed many trees in Hamilton 
Hills. Are you interested in planting a tree in the 
public right of way in front of your home? If so, 
consider requesting a free street tree from 
TreeBaltimore. Trees are a great way to spruce up the 
block. They provide shade in the summer and oxygen 
year-round. In some cases, they can even affect your 
utility bill, soaking up pollutants that would otherwise 
end up in local water supplies and increase treatment 
costs. 

At your request, TreeBaltimore will deliver and plant a 
FREE street tree in front of, or along, the side of your 
house. For those residents who prefer to plant their 
own tree the Forestry Division will still deliver a tree 
upon request. To request a street tree or find out 
more information about the program go to 
TreeBaltimore.org.
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In December the annual election of Officers of the 
Board was held. We are happy to announce two 
new board members, Joe Talavier and Shannon 
Chorba! Mia Blom has been appointed President 
and Tori Longo will continue to serve as Treasurer. 
The Hamilton Hills Neighborhood Association 
Board would like to thank outgoing President Gavin 
Schmitt and Vice President Dian Combs for their 
years of dedication to the neighborhood.   

President - Mia Blom
Vice President - Joe Talavier
Secretary - Shannon Chorba
Treasurer - Tori Longo

BLOCK CAPTAINS

The block captains program serves a vital role 
between the Neighborhood Association and 
individual residents. Becoming a block captain can 
be a very rewarding experience. Not only will you 
become more acquainted with your neighbors but 
will serve the important function of reporting your 
block’s happenings at monthly block captain’s 
meetings. 

Block captains are invaluable to the success of the 
community. They provide important information on 
neighborhood issues that may not be known by the 
rest of the community including the Neighborhood 
Association. Being a part of the block captains team 
is a great way to make our neighborhood safer and 
have your block specific concerns resolved. 

If you are interested in becoming a block captain or 
would like to obtain more information, please email 
Mia Blom at president@hamtilonhillsmd.org.

The State of Maryland has developed a program 
that sets a limit on the amount of property taxes a 
homeowner must pay based upon their income. 

Four basic requirements must be met:
• You must own or have a legal interest in the 

property.

• The dwelling must be your principal residence for 
at least six months of the year, including July 1. 
(Exception: If you are a recent home purchaser or 
you are unable to do so because of your health or 
need of special care.)

• Net worth, not including the value of the property, 
must be less than $200,000.

• Combined gross household income cannot 
exceed $60,000.

When and How Do You Apply? 

The Homeowners' Tax Credit is not automatically 
granted and each person must apply and disclose 
his or her income. You must apply every year by no 
later than September 1 on a standard application 
supplied by the Department of Assessments and 
Taxation. However, it is to your advantage to submit 
the application by May 1 so that any credit due you 
can be deducted beforehand from the initial July 
tax bill.  Go to dat.maryland.gov for more 
information. 

HOMEOWNER PROPERTY TAX CREDITS

GET A TREE ON YOUR STREET
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LONG & FOSTER REAL ESTATE, INC.
FELLS POINT OFFICE

DIAN M. COMBS, ABR, GRI
REALTOR*

701 South Broadway/Baltimore, MD 21231

O�ce:   410-675-5500
Fax:   410-675-8136

Home:   410-254-6580
Cell:   410-294-3440

dian.combs@LNF.com

MHIC # 98810

R.C.Clark Construction Inc.

BOB CLARK
Quality Concrete Construction

OWNER

PHONE 443-622-1481
FAX 443-869-5814

E-Mail RcClarkconstruction@yahoo.com
Website www.RcClarkconstruction.com

parkviewf h@verizon.net
www.parkviewf h.com

Phone: 410.444.4683
Fax: 410.444.4684

7527 Harford Road
Baltimore, MD 21234

Funeral Director & Owner
Brent Francis 

The Baltimore City Department of Transportation 
announced that peak hour parking restrictions will 
be removed along a portion of Harford Road.

In preparation for the closure and replacement of 
the Harford Road Bridge over Herring Run, the 
Department of Transportation will be lifting peak 
hour parking restrictions to help reduce traffic 
volumes prior to construction. The Harford Road 
Bridge closure is anticipated to occur late this 
summer and at that time, all through traffic on
Harford Road will be detoured to alternate routes.

The peak hour parking restrictions will be removed 
along southbound Harford Road between Echodale 
Avenue and The Alameda/St. Lo Drive and along 
northbound Harford Road from The Alameda/St. Lo 
Drive to Chesterfield Avenue. 

These parking modifications will eliminate traffic 
lanes and decrease the capacity of through travel 
during peak times, causing some traffic to divert to 
alternate routes in advance of the bridge closure. 
This will provide a more orderly traffic transition to 
the closure condition when all traffic will have to
utilize alternate routes.

Motorists who drive on Harford Road during peak 
travel times can expect congestion and should 
consider using alternate routes such as Belair Road 
or Hillen Road/Perring Parkway.  

Motorists should also consider using public 
transportation such as the Number 54 or 154 bus 
routes which operate in the Harford Road Corridor 
https://mta.maryland.gov/content/baltimorelink-schedules 

Or consider using iRide Baltimore to identify 
potential carpool partners at
http://www.iridebaltimore.com or 410-396-7665.

The removal of peak hour parking restrictions along 
this stretch of Harford Road is expected to be 
completed by the end of March.

HARFORD RD PARKING RESTRICTIONS
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Rodent problems, clogged storm drains, 
open �re hydrants, �ooding, housing 
violations, abandoned vehicles, tra�c 
signals & signs, park maintenance, bulk 
trash collection, street & alley cleaning, 
gra�ti removal and sanitation 
enforcement call: 311

Community a�airs .........410-396-5819
Homeless shelters ...........410-361-4677
Lead paint abatement ....410-396-5716
Illegal drug activity ........410-666-DRUG
Potholes .........................443-324-6926
Energy assistance ..........410-396-5555
Recycling schedule ........410-396-5916

Mayor Catherine Pugh
City Hall Room #250, 100 N Holiday st 
Baltimore, MD 21202
mayor@baltimorecity.gov
410-396-3835

City Council President “Jack” Young
councilpresident@baltimorecity.gov

Tony Savage - City Council President’s 
Neighborhood Relations Liaison
410-396-4826 (o)  410-926-6938 (m)

3rd District Councilman Ryan Dorsey
ryan.dorsey@baltimorecity.gov
410-396-4812 

NE Police Major Je�rey Shorter
je�rey.shorter@baltimorepolice.org
410-396-2440 

NE Police Natalie Preston
Natalie.Preston@baltimorepolice.org
410-396-6499

45 District Delegate Cory McCray
cory.mccray@house.state.md.us
410-841-3486

43 District Delegate Maggie McIntosh
maggie.mcintosh@house.state.md.us
410-841-3407

Community Resources
PREPARING YOUR GARDEN FOR SPRING
By Joe Stolkovich

If you are anything like me, you have already spent many hours mucking 
about your garden in its least attractive moments these last few weeks 
before spring. While the rain soaked soil and cool temperatures limit how 
much you can get started on outside, you can get a great jumpstart on 
summer 2018 by planning and starting your seeds now. Whether 
gardening for food or aesthetics, growing annual flowers and vegetables 
from seed offers significant savings and varietal choice over plantings from 
store bought seedlings. Except for constraint, starting your own seeds 
should be an easy endeavor when considering the following:

Choice of plants - Choose plant types and varieties suited for our climate 
zone, 7B. Quality seed packets will list detailed descriptions of the growth 
habit and maturation schedules of the seed contained.

Potting media - Use potting soil not garden soil. These are two different 
products with garden soil intended as a soil amendment for your garden 
and not for use in containers. Specific seed starting soils are also available, 
although I recommend against their use since they dry out very quickly and 
their light nature makes the media highly susceptible to runoff when you 
water.

Sanitation - The greatest threats to the success of seedling survival are the 
various types of fungus that cause damping off.   Damping off can be 
virtually eliminated with the use of clean, sterile potting media. Make sure 
re-used containers have adequate drainage, and sterilize in the dishwasher 
or a 10% bleach solution before using.

Ventilation - Another important consideration to prevent damping off. 
Seedlings should be grown in a well-ventilated location. Fungus loves a 
damp, stagnant target.

Lighting - A bright, south facing window sill is adequate. Supplemental 
lighting is not necessary. If used, obtain better results by using both cool 
and hot florescent tubes.

Timing - The Maryland Cooperative Extension has some great publications 
on their website (http://extension.umd.edu/growit/vegetable) that lay out 
the optimum times for seedling transplant into your garden. The charts 
assume 4-8 weeks of indoor growth if not direct seeding into your bed.

There are a few things you will want to direct seed in your beds now. For an 
early blooming, short-lived planting, spread poppy seed over scratched 
soil and tamp down. Like pepper seed, poppy needs light to germinate but 
will be done before you get any fruit set from the former.
Lettuce, kale, cabbage, and other greens are all greenlighted for seeding in 
rows now. Soak your fava beans, sugar snap or snow peas, and spinach 
seed for a day in room-temperature tap water before immediate planting. 
This will drastically reduce germination time. The most important diligence 
will be maintaining sufficient soil moisture in a dry, indoor winter 
environment for what you are starting inside. 

For more information on the new storm water fee regulations, along with 
exemptions and credits, visit DPW’s storm water fee page at:
https://publicworks.baltimorecity.gov/stormwater-fee



Renew your 2018 Membership! Please pay your $10 dues at your next meeting, on our website HamiltonHillsMD.org, 
or mail “attn HHNA” at 5807 Harford Rd, Baltimore, MD 21214
Name
Address
Email
Volunteer:            Block Captain         Other

Phone
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should be an easy endeavor when considering the following:
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Sanitation - The greatest threats to the success of seedling survival are the 
various types of fungus that cause damping off.   Damping off can be 
virtually eliminated with the use of clean, sterile potting media. Make sure 
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Lettuce, kale, cabbage, and other greens are all greenlighted for seeding in 
rows now. Soak your fava beans, sugar snap or snow peas, and spinach 
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Our association is run by an all 
volunteer group of people 
living in our neighborhood. 
Members of the Board of 
Directors help neighbors 
connect with our city 
government and public 
partners, keep in touch with 
neighboring communities, and 
serve as points of contact when 
the city has questions for 
Hamilton at large. The Board is 
elected at our annual meeting 
in December.

Block Captains are the 
association’s most local eyes 
and ears. They help track vacant 
and nuisance properties, public 
safety concerns, street and 
sidewalk damage, as well as 
deliver our quarterly newsletter 
by hand. Block Captains are not 
elected but may join at any 
time, either by contacting Mia 
Blom or by attending the 
monthly Block Captains’ 
meeting.

Mia Blom - President

Joe Talavier - Vice President 

Shannon Chorba - Secretary

Tori Longo - Treasurer

HHNA BOARD & STAFF


